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lJ.y war-mea t t h a nk s 5 0 to a l l my Lnf'or-man t.s ( s e e I i s t

fo l l ol';i ng b ibliogr ctphy ) and con t ributors for . the i r gener ou s
1

siving of t ime and informat i on t o mak e t h i s study p ossible .

Al so to Au dr ey Duck ert for h er p ersona l h elp and enc ouI'ugo-

merrt • .
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P REFACE

Mos t p eop le liv e or hav e lived i n a p lac e t h ey t hink of

as home. Ever y pla c e that h~s b e en i nh abite4 by man or even

r ef er r ed to by man has a n ame of some typ e. Th e r e f or e, a

c ol l e c t i on of p l a c e-names i s, i n a sens e , a coll e c t i on of

people ' s homes- - p a st and p r e s ent . Th e r ea d er mir.,ht a s k r

" \'rn a t c ou l d b e l e s s i nterestin g t h an r eading about s ome on e

else 's h ome? " ( Esp ec i a l l y if i t i s Pelham, IJ;:as s ~ - -p opula

t i on : 805 in 1960 . )

The i mporta n ce of Pel h a m place - names t o t b e peop l e of

Pelha m is s elf- ev i d ent , esp ecially when the .f a c t i s c on s i d ered t hat p a r

of' the ,,-or i g i n a l Pelham ( t ha t whf ch bec a me the t.own of P r e scott

i n 1822) i s nO\'I covered by t h e wa t.crs of t h e ~u8.bb:ln Reservo:i. r .

Pelha m place-na me s c ont a i n the v ery e ss ence of t h e t-own "s

hi story and the backgr ound of its p eop L e s f Mo s t, o f P e l h am ' s

n ames are for a loc a l p erson, o'..m er , or neighbor. )

But there i s mor e t h a n -, t his. As p r-ev t ou s Ly men t i on ed ;

plac e -name collec t ion s a r e b a sica l ly collection s of p e op l e t s

home s. ThUS, t h ey have a univ er s al ap p ea l t o a l l who h av e ,

h av e h ad , or want, to hav e or shar e a home.

Mos t of Pelh am' s n a me s a re f or a local p e r s on ( i . e .

Kni Ght 's Cor n e r , Jon e s Roa d ). Howev er-, listed a l p h abe t ic a l l y

i n t hi s study , t h e r eader '-Ti l l f i n d : n ames for Lmp or-t.arr t ,

n on - local p e op l e ( i. e . Pelhan ) ; n a mes f or distant p l a c e s ( i . e .

Li sbu r n ) ; na~e 3 fo r n earby p I c e s ( l . e . Shu t e s bu r y Rd. ) ;

d e s c rlp t l Y O names ( 1 . e . S':T 1 f t 1v e r ) ; s u 'oj e c t i v eLy d e ac r-Lp t.L v o



i i i

( i. e . Mt . Pleasant ) ; pseudo- Indian name s ( i . e . Quabbi n ) ; and ,

p erhap s t h e mos t i n t e r s eting ca t egory , name s whi ch have evolved

by b'I endd ng , " rmep r-onunc Lat. Lou, or _the. i nflu enc e of r eal es t.a to

brok ers ( i . e . Ca swell · Bridge-~ Ca stle Br i dg e ; Hearthstone Brook-~

Heatherston e Br ook ) .

I t i s hoped t hat :the r eader 'ITi l l p e r us e and enj oy t h i s

collection as much as t h e author has en j oy ed the col lect ing.
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I NTRODUCTION

Th e methodol ogy ltsed in t h i s surv ey s tar t ed i n the var i ous

surrounding librari e s (For b e s , Jones, Pel ha:n , Go odell, and

Amher s t College ). Lat cs t t opogr aphi cal maps of the Pe111am

area wor-e consul t ed and p Lac c-namcs wer-e r-cccr-ded , Cha nges ,

omi s s ion s , and addi tion s t o the s e nam~s were obtained by

consulting a l l ot h er avai l ab l e :nap s of t h e area ( s e e biblio

graphy ) . Hi story book s wer e consulted next to try and as s oc i a t e

dat es, peop le , and s t.o r-Le s with plac es, whenever p os a.i.b .L e ,

The next and mo st i nteresting pha s e of t hi s stUdy t ook

plac e outside librar i es . Much time ~ro~ t h i s p oint on wa s

sp ent i n the c ommunity its elf. Beside s a t t end i ng community

events ( TOl,m meet i ng , Pel ham His t or i ca l Soc i et y mee t i ng ) ,

a solid week was gi v en to traveling over all t h e passabl e

road s and i nt er v i ewi ng r e sident s and for~er r esidents of the

ar-ea who Here mos t help ful in r elating f'act. a and f olk ot y 

mol ogies b ehind' t h e p l a c e-names .

In compiling the f or egoing data , s ev er al p r ob l ems wer-e

encountered . Some names a re of unknown or unc ertain sources

( l . e . Pover t y Mt . ) . In cases su ch a s thi s, sp ec u l a t ion s of

i nformants "rer e included in t he ent r y , but they wer e l ab eled

as such. Another probl em conc erns the de s c r op encies i n l o 

cation of s ome p l ace - na me s ' ( i. e . three s ep a r-a t e source s g i ve

conflicting l oca t i ons of P i ne Hi l l ) . I nf or ma tion r e3a r di ng

t h e s e l ocation s and t h e i r re spec t i ve sour c e s a r e i ncluded

i n t h e l exi co n en t r i es .
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I n 3ono r a l , t h e ent r ies i n t he d i c t i ona r y s ec t i on of'

.t.h i s study i nclude t h e f ol l o"ling i nformation (when ev or- it

i s O-vaila.bl e ) :

1. sp oI l i ng v8P:l. a t i on s - - - I t a l mos t s ec ra s t hat t.wo P elham
and

pronunci a t ion p l a c e - names "lore vying for t h e
( i f u nu au aL OI'
re£5i on8.1 ) "gr ea t es t numb er- of di f f er ent

sp el lings " awar-d ! ( Of cour- s e a t t h o

t i mo spoI l i ng was not standardi zed

f or t h e mos t pa r t ) . Lisburn ha d

e i e;ht ( Li sbur n, Li shburne , Lisbour ne ,

Li sbor n , Li sbor ne , New Li s bur n, New

Li sbou r n , and NO"l Li sbur ne ).

r'lel l en HoLf.ovr was one s tep ahead ' OTi t h

n :L110 (Nellen HoLL ov , 1'l:ol l e Hol l o\'l ,

Mi l l an Hol l ow, McMi l l en Hollow,

-Mi l l en Hol l ow, McMi l l i n Hollow , M~llin

Hollow, ~c Mi l l an Hol l ow , Mi l l in f~llow ) .

2. f eature - - - ( tow~ village , etc . ) unl es s the f eatur e i s

:i.n cl uded i n t h e name ("i . e . Ori ent S~Jrinb s )

3 . t yp e o f namG~ - -SOO info r mat i on i n pre face

)-J. . e t ymol ogy of name -s - o-when avai labl e

5. c i r cums t anCGS and peop le i nvolvod i n t he na min3 p r oce s s

6. da t e -re.ns o of t h e narn e ' s u sage - - - sose a re app r-ox i mnt.c

especia l l y f or natural

f ea t ures ( r i ver s : e t c . )

7. cr os s r ef er noes t o relat ~d ent r ie s



ABBREVI ATION?

.:.. i ndi ca t es Pre scott p La ce-mame

x lndicat e ~ wor d is no 10Dg or in us e

\'1 i nd .cate s t.hat p Lac o is n ov c ov ered wLt h wat.er-s of Q,uo.bb i n
R~' 8 8r'loir

di s ct. -- discontinu ed

e s t . - - e stabli s h ed

t o\'m - - Lega L t.own enf.p

'l i l l .- - 'lilla e;e

map a-o- a bbr-evLa t .ed via numbe r s [5i 'l en i n b:tbliograph y



Aclams Br ook

00 Shu t e sbu r y p l a ce -namc:s by Na r y Cr amer

Allen Cemet er y

N<~..ru ed for Reub en Al len I'anu Ly that own ed a f arm n ear I1t .

Li ncol n and r -a.Ls cd p ot.a t.oe s and cor n t o b e mar ket ed in Amher s t

i n t h e early 18 00 1s .

Allen Road

See Allen Cel!1 l:!~~ ery entry . Road t hat r-an p a s t Al l en f arm.

Amethys t Br ook

So named, for 1a r 30 depo s i t s of quartz and amethysts t hat

were c laimed t o b e f ound 'h .er e f tom 1880 0

So called b ecau s e it L ead s to Amherst . This wa s part of

t he f irst bridl e pa t h t o East Hadl ey . Fi r st p l a tted on map

ij!2 Ln 179S··.p..s ··COilllty .:Road.' Some r e s i den t s r-ef er: to :i. t s i mp l y

as Th..£ Road ,

Arnold Cemeter :[

Nam ed f or E'ph l' [J.im Arnold and d escend crr t s l iVing i n P elham

around 1800.

Ar nol d Ro ad

See Ar nol d Cemetery entry . Road t ha t r an pas t old Arnold

placo.

';'x\'lAsh Pond_ ._-
Doscrip:tive n~:n e . For a sh trees surrounding the pond.

'P l ~tt ed on map J!4 1871.

I.



Atherton Br o0 !s.

See Shute s bu ry p Lace-ciamoa by ·lJja r y Cr amer.

·:rAt k i n s on HoL'l ow RO G.d ( ea r l i c r Atchinson )

Named b e cauue it l ea d s t o Atkin son I-Jo l lo';! . , John Atkinson

own ed a s t.or e a nd ' t av e r n i n t his hoLLow in 1823 . Al s o

l ocally known as Main Road.

~'vlBobbd. n Hol low

De scripti v e nam e . For Bobb i n f actory t h at was in op erat ion

h ere i n the earl y 1900 I s , Al s o called Bobb i n§..v i J.l e , Ec~ s t

Ho l1 0\'~' e..nd Pelh3.1!!._Hollo\'Z ~

·:hiT]30bb i n sv i l l e

Se e Bobbin Hol l QlT. entry .

Named for e a r l y s ettl er , Era s t u s Boyden , vrho wa s 2.. t ov n

of f ic e r i n 1853-1854 .

Brm're r Roo.d _

NamG~ -bccauG e it pass ed t h e Brewer f a r ms . It i s r ocorded

t hat John Br e 'dcr e;at her ed rough s ton e s f r om hi s ·p r op e r t y and

br-ought. t h em to Amhers t wh or-e t h ey \-Jer e us ed to bu i l d cella r s

i n 1 89 5 . Road diso t . Qn J un e 3, 19 33 .

~amed f6r a .Br i gg s family who op e r a t ed a s awmill i n 1815 • .

Eu f f um Br ook LD/\j -Ol-nJ-( a l s o spel l ed BUf f a m)

Named fo r Ge orES0 Buf f um a nd . d e s c cnda.nt.e , '1'h 1 s b r-ook r a n

t hrough h i S TH'OPe r t y '."h i ch he i nhabi t ed in tho early 1800 I S .



Buffum Road

Road acc ep t ed by t own i n 1828 . Sec Buf f um Br ook ent r y .

But t er Hill

Name of unc erta i n or i Gi n . One r epor t say t ha t i t is a

d os c r i p t i v e name . For the but ternut t r ees t ha t

.'

131"0\'1 on t he hi l l . Another report states t ha t a Butter s f amily

liv ed n earby on t h e Enfi eld Road.

Butterhill Road

Se e But t er Hill entry . Road l eads to But ter Hi ll.

Cadl-lel l Creek

Na med f or Ca dweLL f D.;!li l y. Earl:~r records show t.r-e.ns a c t t ons

of a Mr . Cadwell as e~rly a s 1743 0

Cacl"'lell 11e:11or ial Forest

Confli cting a cc ounts . One r ep or t s that name i s f or George

Cad1tlel l who owned and devel op ed t h e l and. Socond rep or t s

t ha t name i s f or Fr-ank Ca dweLL who cU ed and 1·1rs . Es t er OadweLl,

who gave t h e l and t o t h e Un iversity of Ma s sa chu set t s , Name 1s

f i rs t pla t t ed on map #9 , 1939 . See Ca dv eL'L Cr oek entr y .

Cadi'l el l s t r oot

Na med f or Geor ge Ca dwel l vrtlO "bu i l t tho s t re et . See Cadwel l

Cr e ek entry .

':;vlCa s t l c Bridge

Or-Lgl na.Lf.y Ca sweLl, Br idse ; bu t t.hr-ough misp r onunc iat i on and

t h e p r i ncip le of l ea s t effort , t hi s adap t a t i on r esult ed . Soe

,Ca swel l Br i dS8 en t r y .
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'~wCaswell Br idBe

Named for Ca swel l family t ha t lived n earby . So e Ca s t l e

Bride;e cn t l"Y.

Cha f f ee Br ook

Named f op Chaff ee f aoily that lived on Enfield Road .

*x\iCOn..1{ Oy" Tavern:' ( a l s o 14:cConk ey ),

Named fop \V1 1I iam He Conk ey , owner . Tav er n was l oc ated in

Eas t Ho 'LLow and '<la s t h e mee t .L ng place of Daniol shay s an d

h i s b oy s around 17 80.

Cook s t reet

Named because i t l ed to the Cook ho mestead. Ea r l i e s t Cook

f amily lived in Pelham i n t h e 1820 1 s.

xCounty Road

So call ed b ecaus o it traveled tho length of Hamp shir~

Coun t y. First platted on map IJ2 in J.795. , See Amhors t Road ,

The Road .-- ---

Danie1 Shay s Hi e;lrtlay (Ront e 202 )

Named a f t el" Dani el Shays , local folk her o and r e sident, born

in 'Hopk i n t on , l1ass . i n 172~7, who l ed a gr oup of i n sur gent

debtors i n an 'at t emp t t o occupy ' t he Spr i ngf i el d Ars enal i n

"That became t h e f amous Shay ' s Rebellion.

Local name f or a b end in the P ol h:3.m HollotlT Road . Doac r-Lp t.Lve

name, s o callod becaus e i t r e s embl e s a de ck on a ship . Name

i n u s e in the l a t e 1800 's and early 1900 ' s bu t it is not

platt ed on any maps .
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Dodge Hi l l

Named for Na t hani eL Dodge who "1:"', 8 a f a r mer- and b lacksmi t h

on t he ma i n r oa d from c ente r of to"l'Tn to Pack o.r d sville a r ound

1880.

Dod?~e Road

Roa d named becau s e i t r an pa s t t he Dodge pI ,CG . See Dod3.§.

Hi l l ent r y .

Dunl..9Q Br ook (Al s o Dunlap )

Named f or Vii l li am (Uncl e Bi l l y ) Dunlap . Hi s f' ar -m vms L oca t ed

approxi ma t ely 1 mi l e s ou t.nwes b of the cent er of town a r ound

1780.

·~Ea3t Hill- - - - -
Ea r l y name 1'or Presc ot t Hi l l. So cal l ed to di s t i ngu i sh

i t from Pelham Hi l l . Name u s ed prior t o 1822 . See ~re 8cott

Hi ll .ent r y .

·::·x''lEa s t HoLl.ow

So cal l ed becau s ~ i t w~s ea st bf t he Swift Ri ver . See al s o

Bobb i n Hol l ow and Pelham Hol l ow ent r i e s .

Des c r i ptiv e , ',earli er name fo r Egyp t Road . See EFY:2 t Road

entry.

So called b ecau s e it is t he road near e s t t h e eas ter n border

of Pr e scot t . It i s p lat ted on map 114, 1871.
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. So call ed b oca u s e it l ed t o Enfi e l d . La i d out i n tOvm

mce t.Ln g r ep or t f or ND.y 6, 1811.

' :-xFi sh Hi l l

Hill i n n orthe r n P r e s cott n a med f o r t h e Na t.hani.e L Fish f' a ur i Ly

who s e t t.Led i n P r-e a co t t. a rea a r ou nd 1800 • .

~'xFi 8h Hi l l Ceme t or ...y'

Datos on tomb s tone s start from 1772. t1e G Fi sh Hill entry .

Gate s Br ook

ND.m ed a f ter Gcn l L Gates a nd f a mily . Gen ' l Gates vra s a ·r e s i d en t and

of f i c er in t h e Rev ol u t l on a r y \'lar in 1777. See lJie e t i ngh ous o Rd . en t r y .

G<:,.te s R03.d- - - - -
Na med. be cau s e it r an b y t h e Ga tes p l ac o . See Gat e s Br ook

en t r y .

Gulf' Br ook

Li ttl e infor ma t ion avai lab l e fro ill sou r c e s or i n fo r mants .

On e i nfon na nt s t a t ed t h a t i t is a d e s c r i ptive na me as t h e

mou t h of t h e brook emp t.L es i nto a s ma ll gu l f of wha t i s n011

t h e Qu abb i n Re s e r v o i r . An othe r Lnf' or ma rrt cL s.Lmed t h at t il e

wor-d e gUl f and 'val l ey wer -e u aed ' i nterch a n gably , a n d Gulf

Brook i s so named b e c aus e i t i s in a e;u l f or val l oy . The

name i s p l a t t ed on map 1114 ,191~2 :

Gul f Road

So c a l led b e c ause t h e roo.d i s l oc a t ed i n a gu lf or v a lley.

Th e 11aDO i s p l a tted on map #ll~ , 1942. See Gulf Br o ok entry



Hamp shiro Coun t y

:I2.mp: from Hamden Count y Hoi ch p r l or t o 1812 extended f rom

t h e Nm'T Hampn h .lr- e l i ne t o t h e Conn. line . I n 1812

both Pr aw{lin and the prosent Ham~ shi r e c ounti 8s
~ .

wor-e set of f .

shire : mean i ng county

Harkness C e~etery

NO-Pol ed f or ','/ i l liam Har-k n es s and cle~,::nd Qnt8 who op er ated

l ar s o f arms in we s tez-n P eLham f'r-o rn 1750 .

Ro a el t hat pass ed the Harkn e s s f arms. See Har knes s .Cemot or;y:

entry.

Harri fl, Br ook

Named f or 'iT . J . Har -r Ls who i n 1875 built a mi l l f or mechani ca l

pur p os e s on 11 branch of the Amethy s t Br ook . Here h e c ar-r...L ed

on D. s ma l l bus ine s s f or severa l year s . He sol d out to t h e

Amherst Wat er Co. in 1892 a s ~ si te for t h eir upper r e s er voiro

H8.rri s Reser voi r I1f Z i V?T.]

I •

Al so ca l led QRp er ~eservo ir , l ocally .

entr y .

Sec Ha l" r i s Bra 01;:- - -

HaVTl£~ Re s er voi r (/re ZLV JT:]
Named f or J oaeph HawL ey f ami l y ( f a r mer s ) tho.t I i v od ill

Pelham a r ound 17 60.

Hear t h s tono Br ook

So ca lled b ecau s e l arge flat rocks f r om this brook wore

u s ed t o mak e f i r epl a c e h earth s a r ound 1885 . See Hea t h cr atone

Brook entr ;y- .



Heath ers ton e Brook

I n c or r ect n ame pla tted on map //10, 1939 , f or He2.r t :-:s t on e

Broo k . Mo s t l i k el y t hi s cha n g e "10..8 b r-ou gh t abou t by r ea l

es t at e a gen ts . See Hear ths t one Br ook ent r y .

Hills Re s e r voir [11""e Z iJ( 7 .J:J
Named f or El i jah Hi l l s , b rother of Leona r d £.'1 . Hi l l s of

Amhe r st, "rho oc cup i ed a sma l l s t or e i n 'de s t P elh a m, oppo s l t e

t h e former Me t h od i s t Church . He d ealt i n pal m- l eaf h a ts ,

t ak i n 3 t h em i n exch an g e for good s i n 1833.

Jabi sh Brools Cjle. lor ~)
Named f or J a bi sh f amily t hat l i v e d i n BeLchor-t.own,

Jon os Roa d

Named for Rev. John J on e s a nd f' ami Ly wh o i nh a b i t ed t h o a r ea

a r ound 1860.

8.

~'XKoll ey Hi l l

Hi l l in s ou t heas ter n P r-e sc o t.t . Named f or Joh n Kel l y O(olley )

and descendant s . J ohn Kel l y f ou ght u nder t h a t c omme-n el o f

of Cap t , Dav id COi'rd en in 1775.

xKinS street

Na med t o h ono r t h e Ki n g o f Engl and . Road di sc t. Mar ch 9,

1914.

IU1i~ht ls Cemetery

ITa wd fo r' Georg e Kni 8ht wh o own e d t h e n earby homc s t ca d a t

t h e f our c orne r s, a r oun d 1860.

' Kni~t ' s Co r ne r,

So o Kni " ~t 's Ceme t e r y ent r y .
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*xLighth ou s e Hi l l

Des criptive name f or l i gh t h ou s e onc e p r e s ent on th e hill ,'

n ext to a Lee f amily p l ac e. Nume i s not pla tted on any mups.

-i:'xLily Po nd

So cul l ed b ecaus e of li11es on t h e pond . Not na med on

any lED.pS .

"i<Li sbur n [fXl-bi ·riJ ( a l s o sp el l ed Li shburn o Lisbourne ,

Li.sbu r ne, Li sb or n, Li sborne , New Li sburn , New Lisbourn Nev'

Li sbur ne ) se t t l emon t

Set t l ers ' name f or l and pur chased from Stoddard , whi ch

is al so t he na me of a t own near Belfas t ( t ha t , no doubt , had

b een t h e hOBe of some of t h em). Th e na me Li sburn was u s ed

f r om 1739-1743 (when i t wa s changed t o P ol ham) .

Lookont Tm'rer

Na me f o r t.ower on 101 t . Li ncoln . So co.Ll. e d becau s e it i s
. .

u Ged f or detecting f orest f ires . Fi rs t p l a t t ed on map #9 ,

1939.

':~Jain Road----
Earli or na me f or At kin son Hollow rt02.d . See Atkinson Ho llm"

Road entr y .

Meet inghous e Road

Newer nalle for Ga t e s Road . Mr s . ~ill iam L. Par t r idGe , onl y

r e s i den t on thi s s t roo t , fe l t t.ha t Neot i ne;hou se :\oad wa s mor e

appropriate , du o to t h e n earby loca t i on of a meet i ngh ous e . TIl0

name ~N e.S popularly adop ted a r ound 1962 . See Ge.t s "Road en t r y .



i:'xM.ollen Hol l ow f!}t I;:til ( a l s o sp e l l ed Me l le , ['lel l in, Mi l l a n ,

McMill en , Mi l l en , McMi l l i n , Mi l l i n , a nd McMi l lan )

Na med fo r Joh n Me Ll. e ri a nd f a mi l y t hat i nhabi t e d t he s ou thern

part o f Pre sc ott i n t h e fi r Gt p a r t o f t h e n inete enth c entury ~

~'1ineral Sn r i n gs

Ear-Li.er- 'n a me f or Ori ent S9 r i ngs . So call e d b ec aus e of

sulphur depos i ts i n t h e wa t.e r-, See Or i ent Sprinp~ s ,entry .

Mt . L:tn c oln

'llhre e conflicti n g r ep orts as t o or igi n

-~it wa s na med a f t e r Pre 8 ident ' Li~c oln

--i t \,;as na med f o r Ma j or - Gener a l Benj a mi n Lincoln wh o in

J.787 ....te.e a c t i ve in p u t t ing down t h e Sh ays R.eb e l l i on.

--it was na med for a local Li ncoln f a mily th~t live d in P resc ot t

around 1800 ( The e x is t en ce of t hi s fami l y has b een v erifi ed )

!vIt . Li ncoln i s fl rs t pla t t e d on map 113,1860.

entry.

~. Nt . P lea s ant

Se e Pin e Hil l

SUbj ect i v ely d escrip t i ve n a me fo r a Dou n tai n in c entral

Pre scott. P l a tt e d on maps#l l andll1 3 , 1911.2 .

Ne'I! Res ervoi r ·Clr E 7.. I V ::Jr .:J

Lo c al name f or Hi l l s Res e r v o i r . See Hi l l s RG 8 ervoir .~ntry .

Ori ent Sp rings

Sp r :Ln ss t'o r-med at t h e j u n e tian o f Amethy s t Br o ok an d Buf fam

Br-ook , Name d by . Amh ers t r es i d ents b ec aus e i t is ea st of

'Amh e r s t . Fi r s t p l a t ted on map i;~4 , 1871. See I"ti ne ral ~rinp:.9_

entry.
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Packa rdsville (Packa r dv i l l e) , v i lle

Named f or Jo ol Packard sho i n tho year 184~ bu i Lt a "lagon

marruf'ac t.ur-L ng shop with a Mr . Thrus t on a t the south end of

town. Since t ha t time the haml et wa s call ed Packardsville .

Packardsville Road

So called bo cau s e i t l ead t o Packardsville . See Packa r dsvi l l e

ent ry .

Pelham J),rz. /d nj}tOlvn
Named in 1743 f or Lord Henr y Pelham, an Engl i s h s t ate sman ,

who l a t er b ec ame PriDo Mi n i s t er . Lor d Pelham was traveli ng

in t h i s count r y, and sp ec i f ically in the Li sbur n are~ , when the

settlement "TaS or gani zed a's a t.ovm (J anua r y 15 ; 1743 ).

Pelbarn City [/:J (:_1 -;:) M]
Al t er nate name fo r lvestP elharn . Not platted on any maps

but mu ch l oca l u sago . Se e \Yos t Pelham entry .

Pelham Hei p:hts Y?'~) ;) fYJ]

De s cr i p t i v e nam0 gi v en to t h e a r ea near t h e int er s ection

of BeLcho rrt own Road and the Dan i el Shays Highvray , becaus e of

its el evati on . First pla t ted on map #4, 1871.

Pelham Hi l l rr6 /8 h?-J
Name gi ven l ocal ly t o hi l l i n cent er of P elham where t h e

t.own h a.LL is sltua.ted . Not p l a t ted a s SUCll on any map s but

mu ch l oca l us a ge .

':~'l? olham Hol l o';l f!pS /d /17~

Alternate name for Ea st Hollow and Bobbin Hol l ow. See

Ea s t HoLl.ow and Bobbin Bol lml ent r i es .
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"<X';lPelh m:1 Bol l OiV' Pond [If f: /:;; J~7

SO call ed b ecau s e i t was lo c ~ ted i n Pelham Hol l ow. See

P elham Hol l o\1 ent ry o

~':-P elho.!!l Hol l o,,; Road f pL / ;)m]
. So call od b ecaus e i t l eads t o P el ha ffi Hol l ow. Se e Pelham

Hol lm'l entr y .

-l"xP i ne Gpov e Ceme t ery

.De s cr i p t i v e name f or p i n e tre es on t h o l and . Firs t per s on

t o b e buri ed here wa s Hannah ( Col e) P :i. 6rc o in 1881. ( Lot s

were f i r s t s ol d f or $5 cinch ! )

Pine Hi l l

Confl i c t i ng i nforma t i on

--- Nt. Lincoln i s t h e same place a a Pine Hi l l . It wa s called

Pi ne HI l l when i t wa s cov er ed with foros t .

--·~ine Hi l l is locatod i n eap tern Pre s cot t

- - - Pi ne Hi l l i s a s epara t e hi l l Loca t.od vnor-tnoa.at of IvIt. . Li n coln"

( Th er e io a h i bh el ev Ll.tion i n t h i n area )

it i s s o named f or a pine tree loca t ed on t op of t he hi l l

t hat wa s so t a l l t hat on a c l ea r day one could cL f.mb tho

tre e and SG e Bos t on . Th e t r e e \-Ta s cu t i n 19 01 .

Pine Hi l l ap p ears i n t h i s locat i on on map 1/4 , 1871.

':<-p r e s c ot t to"'T~' f!pr£ sk -::/1.::]
Name of' a t o rnsh Lp f or med i n, 1822 fro:n t h e par-t, of Pelham

ea s t o f the S';li f t River and a sou t.h or-n p or t i on of 1" 0'.-1 83.1eo .

Named by Calcb Pi e r ce fo r Col . Wi ll i a~ Prescot t (1726 - 1795 ) : of

P epp er el l vrho h a d c omman d of t h e t mcr-I c;..n f'or-c e s a t t h e Bo.t t l o

of Bun ·-:: or I' i l l .
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-ll-pr8 8c o t.t Br ook

So call ed b e cau s e i t r un s t h r ou gh the c e n t e r o f P re s c ot t .

P l a t t ed a ll. maps r? 11 a nd 1113, 19 /+ 2 .

-l ~P r G s c o tt Hi l l

Named fo r its L oc e t.L on i n c en t e r o f Presco t t . Newe r n ame

fo r Ea s t Hi l l . Se e Ea s t Hill ~ntry .

-:rP r e s c o t t Road rPi' <CS k00
o call ed b e c nu s e it l e a d s ove r t h e · Swi f t Ri ve r t o Pre scott .

-l<xl'lPul p i t Hi l l

Dee cr- Lp t. Lv e n ame of hill l oc a t ed i n PelhG..:n Hol.Low , So

n amed b e cau s e of t h e ove r-h ang.l.n g c l i f f shap ed like a p u l p i t .

Ch a r c oa l k i l ns 'were a t on e t i me n ear t hin hil l . P l a t t ed on

map 114, 1871 .

Pur r;c d ,,1 GO op e11e d Plli:.f'2, PerG",-) Br ook [per3 i ] .
p acu d o -T n da an n ame u s ed f rom 1815.

-- Q,ua)Jb i n Re s e r v o :i. r [I< 1.{)(J..JQ:r tiJ .l!..,,-., e z i VO!-J
Ps eudo - I n d i an n a me mean l ng many wa t.e r-s , Name g i v en i n 1927

when th e Ma s s . l og i3latu r e app r ov ed an ac t i n s t r uct i ng t h e

Mc t r-op oLl t a n 'Iia t e l''' Supp l y Car.m i s s r on t o d evelop 0. n ov ,;'ro. ter

sup ply s ys t em f rom t h e wa t or- of t h o S',:1ft Ri.. v er f or t h e Bo s t cn

area.

So na med bo caus e 1t ,-r.-: :.; t h e buri a l gr ounds f a r' '~uakers

who l i v e d i n P olh~8 f r om 1806 .

Qu e en s t r e e t

Named f o r Q.ueen of Engl.and . Road no'. d La c t. , Lc d off KinS s t ree t .
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~ :·Rattl e sn8.k e Den ( Gutter )

Den f o r med by f a lling o f d eb ru s f rom moun t.af.n above . Th e

d ebr i s made a hid i n g p l ac e fo r a gr e a t numbe~ o f r a t tl osnakes - -

h en c e t h e name. Not p l a tt e d on a ny map s but mu ch l o co.l u s e .

~~Rattl e snake Den .Road

So calle d b e c au s e of i t s location n ea r Rat t l e s nako Den. S8e

Ra t t l e snake Den e ntry.

" ~Ra t t.Le anake Mount a i n

.So call e d b e cau s e it r i s e s a b ov e Ra tt l e s n :J.ke D011:, ( s 0e errt .r-y ~ .

Rh od e s Sch oo l

School l oc a t ed on Amh erst Hoa d , n amod. for John Rh od e s , a

r e s i d en t, wh o l e f t ~~8 , 0 0 0 f o r i ts con s t r u c t i on in 19330

i~wRiver Road--Eas t Sid~

' So n a med bec a u s e i t f ollowed t h e Swi f t Ri v e r on t h 6 ~as t s i de.,

. .. ,x R.i.v e r RO Q-d--Vlest Si de

So n a med b eccau s e it f'o LLowod t h e S',·rif t Ri ver on t h e . we s t s ide .

Ro ckin.8, s t ono

De scr ipt i v e name of a. hu g e b ou l der l o ca t ed of f Shu t osbu r y

Roa d, wh l ch was eupp c a edLy dr-orro ed on a l od r(G by a. gLa c l er- ,
~. . " ~ . I C

I t i s p erfe ctly b a l an c ed on t his l edg e ~nd co u l d be e an i l y
I '

rock ed. Now d ebr i s und e r t h e ro ck p revents t h i s •

Rollil.l5. s t one

Al t.e r na t.e name for Roc kine.; s t on e . See Rock i ng. s t or!.£ en t r y .

'::-Ru s s ~iIouptain

Named f o r F . ~'l . Ru ss e l l , r esid en t of t h e a rea . Plat t ed on

maps #11 and #13.
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Shute sbulZ:i. Road

So c a ll ed bc c~us e i t l ea d s t o Shu t esbu r y

Smi t h ' s Pa s t ure

Named fo r 001. J D,m0s N. 81:1 i th (1826- 1888) who 0','Tn0d t h e

l and and vra s a lso v ery acti ve i n r ailroad bu i l d i ng . Platted

on map # 9 , 1939.

South Val l ex Road

So named. b e c au s e it run s s ou t hHes ter l y from Amhers t Road

t h r ough the s ou t hern p a r t of t h e va l l ey .

Stoddard 's TOi·m

Na me u s ed f o r "That b ecame P'eLham and surrounding a r-ea s , prior

to 1739 . Named f or Col . John St oddar d of Northampt on who

p urcha s ed t.h i.s part o f t h e Equiva len t Land s . It wa s un s ettled

u rrtd L Sep ~ . 26, 1739 "Th en 8, p or ti on o f .i t wa s s old to

Rob ert P eib ols (P e eb l e s) and J ame s Thornt on .

S'-Tif t River

De s c r i p t i v e name for riv er tha t s ep a r ated Polham a nd wh a t '

onc e wa s Pre scott .

Th e North e r ner

Alternate na me fo r F.o ckin~ s t on e or Rol ling, s t one ( s e c

ent r ies ) .

Th e ·Roa d-- -- -
Loca l n ame f or Amh e r s t Road or Oount~ ~oad ( s e o entr ies ) .

So oa l Led b e ca u s e it L ead s to ~'I'F OR r adi o t o·..t e t: on I\1 t . Lincoln.

Platt ed on map 119 , 1939 .



·:"~xTO'.·m Hous e .Road

· So call ed b ecaus e of t h e town house situated a t t h e ond of

t h o r-oa d , Us a sce from l a t o 1800 I s t o a r-ound 1930.

Named ori g i nall y for t h e ~vohi3 fa~ily r eported l i v i ng i n

t h e area a r ound 1860 . Howev cr; 'becau s e of the fo r el gl} natur e

of thi s name , and the principle of l ea st eff ort , t h o hill

became popu l arly known a s TI'ri g Hi l l .

';<xT\lOh i g Hill .CL;-LLlU.J:.j J
Origi nal name fo r T,'rig Hi l l. See T~'l i g Hi l l entry.

Uop er Res er voi r

" .

Loc a l r oference to Harris Reservoi~~ Se e Har r is Re s ervoi r

Utt er Road

Nam ed f or Professor -Utter t ha t l i ved a t ' t he end of t h e road

a r ound J.9io .

Valle;y, Br ook

So ca l l ed becaus e i t r uns thro~gh t h e wes t ern vall ey.

Valle;y, Ceme t er y

So ca ll ed becaus e i t is loca t ed on t h e northern half of

Vd.ll ey Road .

Val l ey Road

So c a l l ed becaus e 0:( its loca t i on i n the ....roat. er-n valley of

J?,e lham--r lmning f r om Amh e r s t Road t o t h e north . Sorr.e times

t hi s is l ocally ca l l ed Nor t h Valley roa d to distingui sh it

f rom South VuL l. ey Road . Es t . D.S a r-oad i n 1794 ..
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·~'xVau6lin Road I!..vJ 9 ITriJ ( Vau ghn R02.d ) tv :JnJ
Na med for Va rnum Vaugl i n f a.:ni l ;yr t.h a t l i v ed in t h e are a in

t h e early 1800 1 ~.

"le s t P e1h illI!.

So c al l ed becaus e it i s we s t of Pelham. I t 1 s t h e s i t e

of a meetinGhouse . See Pelham City ent ry •

17.
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I RRESI STABLE I.t lCLUSI OHS

No study of Pelham, or .ny a r ea , wou l,d bo c ompl e te \'li th

ou t 8. f e'o'r of t h e many folk e t.ymoLogl e s and cat.or-i. e s that are

so mu ch e. p a r t o f t h e peop le t.h a t t h ey war-runt, b eing i nclud ed

as an aft.c rw or-d , Be s i de s , they a r e Lr-r-eaLs t.abLe J

Pelham

The c ho ic e of t h e n ame Pel h am has a Lway a b e e n a b one of

c orit.en t.aon f or a c ertain numb er: o f p eop le i n P e Lham, Fi r s t

o f a l l, s ome PeLh a ma t e s wer-e a t odds vii th Lord P elham b ec aus e

of the bel l i ncident . Lord Pel h am, in order to s i gn i f y his

plea su r e f o"r the h onor of h avin g a t.ovm n a med for himself ,

s orrt a b e l l f rom EnGland for t h e P e Lham mee 't i ngh ou s c , HO\,18v cr ,

wh en the Le l l arr ived in Bo s t on i t was di s c over~d that Lor d

Pelham had negle c t ed t o pay t r a n sport ation fe e s f o r the t r i p

to P elh am. After t h e bel l h ad l ain in Bo s t on for qui te s one

t i me ( I t seems th~t n o on e i n P elh am had suf fici ent f unds for

its t r a n sp ort. ) i t was s old t o th e Old South Chu r ch .

Th i s did not se t too \'10 11 \' i th mos t PeLh arm.t o a a t t h e t. i .mo .

Even on e hundred y ea r s l at er, i n 184 0, some p eople in t.own

f elt t h 2 t Lor d Pelham ha d b een suffi c i ent l y honor ed in on e

hundred y ears , and t h ey wer-e an x i ou s to ch ang e t.h e n a me to

s omething mo r e fi tt i ne; t o t h e e l ev a ted Loc a t.i on, I n tho t.own

moot ing rec ords o f I'!:a r c h 2 , 1 8/+0 , it vias "v o t ed to pe t i t i on

t o t h e Gonera l Cou r t to chang e t h e pres ent nume o f P elha m to

'f.:l ou n t Hermon . " Thi s p e t i t i on was not 3 rD,n t sd , h O~'J eV 8r .

Th e n ext on e hundred still did n ot seem to ("P2.C O t h e



dis s ati s f action '·.... i t h t h e na me Pel h am in t h e' mind s o f s ome

·P e l h ami t e s . 1'h is i s evident i n t h e n e ed for an a r t i c l e i n -, .

"

t h e P elh am Hi storlcal Soc ie t y ' s p a mphlet on Sep t. 24 , 1966

( Hi s t or i c ? l Do.y ) : ~

"Al t hough s ome \'Tri t or have qu e s t.Loned t h e r-oo.s on f or

ch a ng i n g the n ame o f New Li sbou r n t o P elham, afte r Lord

Hen r y Pelham , it s e ems u nders t an dable i n t h c light of

t .oday ' s na ming of n CH town s f or VIPS. Lor d P e l ham,

who "las visiting :i.n n e a rby town s , h ad b een England ' s

s ecre t ary of wa r , paymas t e r of t h c fo rc e s, an d i n 1743

p rime s mi n i s t e r a n d chancel l or of the cxch equor a t th e

s a rn o t i me . ( rl'h e r e wa s nothing foolish about nami n g a

t.own f or s uch a p er-s ona l i ty. ) 11

A f'ew P e Lh ami,t e s r ema i n i nc on v Ln c od l

. On t h e Count y At.L a. s of Hampah Lr-e 1-1a8 s . , F . W. b e c r s- & co , ,

I'~ e \'l Yor k : 1873 , isinclu cle d t h e f'o L'l. owLng P e lha m bu s i n e s s note

on tho Or l en t Spring s Heal. t.h Lna t.a t.ut. o . I t i s:

" l oc a t e d n ear t h e t01'1l1 o f Aml: e r s t , },las s . for t h e tre ut -

men t and cure of:

P a r a l y s i s i n a ll i ts forms

ap Ln o.L di s ea ses

c on t r a c t ed c or d s ~rid limbs

crook ed f'e e t arid [la nds .

Enla r s ed joints

,'rry n cck s

curv ~t l ons of t h o sp i n o .

Hi p di s ease
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Rickets

st~ Vitu s Danc e ~nd

All de formi ti e s.

Neur alg i a

Rh eurnati s rn

All La meness

Nervou s d i s ea s e

Gou t

Convul s i on s ·

Dis ea se of t h e bra i n , hear t and lungs .

Hy s t e r i a

Etc.

George yl ~ Rhodes . II

Some r8 ~idents of Pelham cla i m t hat t h e Spri ngs did

have s ulphur dep os i ts ; others r efut e t h i s and s t at e t hat t he

Or i ent SprinGS Inst i tue was nothine; mor e t h an a money mak i ng

op e r a t i on and th e onl y di s ea se·it cured with 100% effi c iency

wa s it s own cr-J 's short I l v ed ca s e of pov erty ! (P er hap s Mr .

Rhodes wouLd clas sify . t hi s cure under "Etc." ~ ?)

Warren Gibb s Gr avestone

Th e fo l lowl ng inscription is f ound on a hcadston~ in

Kni Ght' s Ceme t er y, erec ted by Wa l ter Gi bb s,bro t h er of t h e

de cea s ed:

"Y19.r r en Gibbs

Di ed by Ars eni c Poison

Mur . 23 , 1860--a ge 36 y e~rs

Think my .f r i ends when t his you s ee

How my wife h a s done by me



She in s ome oy sters did p rep a r e

Some poi son for my lot and sh a re

Thon of the s ame I did par t ake

And n atur e yielded to i t s fate

Before ' she my wife b ecame

Ma r y Fell O'.-Ts wa s h e r nam e . II ,

stephen N lr r ou r41s --al i a s Rev . Mr . Davi s

In 1784 St ep h en Burr oughs a r-r-I ved i n Pelham u ncler t h e

p s eu donym of Rev. J·1r . Davl s , He wa s i n posse s sion of s ev e r-a 'L

s e r mon s whl ch he h a d. apparent l y s t olen from his mi n i s ter f ather'.

He app l ied for , a n d 1:J US g i V E'm , t h e p o a l t ion of p as t or a t a

s s.La r-y of fiv e dollars p e r ,..vcek , Evident ly , he a r oused sus

p icion on e da y when a p a r i sh ion e r notic e d that hi s s ermon

no t o s were mys ter i ous l y y ellowed and probably not f r esh t ext s.

Hoping to catch Rev . Davis o f f guar & t h e p a rishi oner a sked

him t o p r-each a sermon on ..Jo shua 9 : 5 , j u st a s Bur r ough s

wa s moun t.t n g the pulp i t . Rev c v DavLa , howe v e r , thou ght ,fa s t

on h is fee t a nd d elivered a sermon t.ha t r e a s surred t h i s

p a r ishi oner and oth e r s of h is comp e t ence .

He was doing q u i t e well until on e day a f r i end of his

en t ered town duri n g t h e 19th we ek of his 20 weo k commi s s i on

a nd inc.dv ertently c s.LLed h im 1Jjr . Bu r'r-ough a in front of on e

o f t h e t.own sp oop Le , I mmed i ately , lI ~' r. DavLs " r ea l i z ed tha t

h i o gam e wa s up and d ec ided to fl ee t.own , t ak i ng ",,1th him

t h e five d o l l a r s p ay f or t h e 20 t h ser mon t h at h e had not y et

p r e a ch ed. He '-TG.. S s hortly and hotly pursued by a p osse and



"

when caugh t , t he men in the po s s e decid ed that a j ust punish

ment for t h i s r enege.cle wcuLd b e t o forc e him t o bu y drink s

for a l l with the f i ve dollars!

step hen Burrough s ",as never se en again i n Pelham, bu t

s ev er-al s tori os r ela t e that h e "lent t o Spr ingfield wher-e

h e was run out of t own for t r yi ng to .coun t er f eit money .
:

From here h e supp oSGdl y "Tent do wn s out h and r an into some

(not
r It"y

"farmer ' s dauGhter s " !f oul fOVT1! )" "li t h a coup l e of

story ha s it t hat in l at er l i f e I~lr . Burrough s werrt

s traight and ende d up t each i n3 8chool in Canada~
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UNIVERSITY ,OF MASSAC,HUSET,TS, STUD.E~nS Carlene Riccelli of Wilmington, left, and
Mary Callahan Crel/ner of Amherst meet at the United Church in Pelham and check maps.
They have lust completed a spe~ial project enthe origin and history of place names in
Pelham and,Shutesbury under Dr': Audrey Duckertof th.e UMass English department;
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NAMES TlIEI~ QUARRY

UM···.Slehfhs
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Hunt'JHistory
AMHERST - "If a place

has a name there must be
a reason for it," says Carlene
RicceIli, a University of
Massachusetts senior who
has just spent a semester
studying the history and
origins of place names ,in the
town of Pelham .

English Majors. , .

Her, colleague" .Mary
Callahan Cramer, has done
the same thing in the town
of Shutesbury. Both are
senior- English majors :' at
UMass who have ' just
finished ' a , special project 'on
place names for Dr. Audrey
Duckett, associate professor
of Eng lish. Miss Duckert has
done extensive work , ' in
dialectology, the study ' of
local influences on language. ,

Carlene and Mary studied
maps, went through library
collections, checked town and
county records and went to
town meelJings. Mary went to
Boston " to go through ' the
state archives -and both girls
explored the highways ' and
byways of the ' towns .and
ta lked to the older residents.

"We / i n v es t Lg a t e d
everything .that had a
n arne , ' , Carlene said:
•• R 0 ads, rivers, brooks,
cemeteries , mountains, hills,
ditches, gulleys, and dens."

Carlene is the daughter ' of
Mr. and Mrs . C. J. Riccelli
of 95 · Shawsheen Ave.,
Wllmington , "and Mary' ·, liS
Mrs. .Robert ; Cramer; :of

Amherst. Each liS compiling
a dictJionary of place names.
They estimate they will have
over 100 for each town.

Stories Abound
"We picked up so many

stories," Mary said. Mount
Mineral in Shutesbury; ' for
example,' used to be I named
Horse Hill as a tribute to a
hardy . horse. A farmer ,lost
his horse on the hill one fall,
so the story goes, and found
the anim al alive the
following spring. '

Amethyst Brook in Pelham
was so named because years
ago people are supposed to
have found amethysts in it ,
according to Carlene.
,¥a;ry discovered that J<;>40

NoyeS' ~.Road in 'Shutesbury
was 'named' for a man who
hung himself and Carlene
traced Heath erstone Brook in
Pelham back to Hearthstone
Brook, so named becaus e
early residents took big flat
stones for their hearths out
of it.

How Camel Brook in
Shutesbury ' . got Jts name
remains a mystery to Mary,
the most plausible ex
planation being that two of
itS;:bends-lOoke<Dike the- two
humps of a- camel. There
were .four or five such place
names in each ,town for
.which no origin ' could be
found. .

Th'e ultim ate source on

place names in each town
were the .older r esidents.
Both students ta ped in
terviews with townspeople
and both praised their
cooperation and interest.

"They were very open and
interest ed in 'anydhe willing
to take time to come to
them, " Mary said .

Miss Duckert plans to
report their work to the
National Committ ee for the

tudy of Place ~a~!:.~_ and
hopes to get it published. The
main contribution of the
studies, the students agree,
is that for 'the first time dat es
have been put on many ot
the place names in Pelham
and Shutesbury. '
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