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Selectmel~Overseersofthe Poor
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FOR THE TOWN OF PELHAM,

FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1877,

TOGETHER WITH THB REPORT OF THE

SCHOOL COMMITTEE.

..-
AMHERST, MASS.:

H. M. McCLOUD, BOOK AND JOB PRINTBR.
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William Buffum, outstanding order for 1875,
Asahel Gates,
William P. Mon tgomery,
Thomas ,Yo Stratton,
J. M. Packard,
Henry Cook,
Arthur C. Jewett,
John W. Knight,
Richard Twohig,
J ames Fales,
John T. Nichols,
Henry Carroll,
Samuel R. Keith,
Russell Whipple,
Estus Barnes,
Thomas 1V. Stratton, :Morse road,
Lyman'Vard,
William B. Frost,

SELEC1.'MEN'S HEPORT.

-----.......----

HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.

$3 54
60 94
85 16
24 25
75 62
42 50
61 56
58 98
50 39
50 00
75 08
48 20
82 21
70 55
61 04
11 25
12 56
5 10

-------- 1878 93

WINTER BILL FOR BREAKING ROADS.

Henry Cook,
Dennis Champion,
Justin Canterbury,

$32 34
1 00
~ 00
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I sr ael Taylor,
J ames Fales,
Moses L. W"ard,
Estlls Barnes ,
Samuel R. K eith ,
J . G. Ward,
Asahel Gates ,
Henry Carroll,
Hichn rd T wohig ,
Russell Whipple,
.Johu Jones,
J. M. Packard,
Arthur C. Jewett,
Thomas 'V. Stratton,
John W. Knight,

$28 54
12 54
55 .'i!)
19 64
16 47

4 25

·1 65
13 4··1
23 00
,I 24

6 20
12 f) ij

9 04
17 22

12 58
-------- S275 29

n 97
37 00
17 25
15 00
1 00

11 50

COST OF THE POOR.

$1 56 00
SO 00
60 00
60 00
52 90

Dwight Dunbar.
Betsey Rider,
Miranda Boynton,
J ohn Bolst er,
Charlie Davis ,
'Villard Benson ,
Mrs. J ulius Wright,
Mrs . Jeremiah Armstrong ,
Alexander Brewster,
Lucy Davis,
Dr. Heed's bill for 1\1rs. Wright,

For Outside Poor ,
564 62
352 38

$917 00

CONTINGENT EXPE:-JSES.

S. J ewett, as trustee for A. Brewster, $57 71
John Jones, services as Moderat or , 1 00
John Shaw, services G. Davis' fun eral, 1 00



--- - - - -- ----------~-----------
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S. Jewett, money paid for Collector's book, 85
H. l\L MeCloud, posters, 1 25
Bond & Brothers, costs on suit of Seth Davis, 43 28
S, Jewett, costs on Wm. Newell suit, 20 00
George Shepard, repairing weight and measures, 65
Alfred Taylor, making returns of deaths, 75
James Thompson, work on watering trough, 1 00
A. C. Keith, recording marriages, births and deaths, 4 85
A. C. Keith and team, 1 day to refund Town debt, 3 00
A. C. Keith, stamps, expressage, postage and wood, 6 98
S. Jewett, stamps, envelopes and stationery, 2 71
S. Jewett, services as Selectman, 57 10
Thomas 'N. Stratton, services as Selectman, 25 91
James Hanks, " " 14 00
A. C. Keith, Clerk and Treasurer, 50 00
S. Jewett, Assessor. 10 00
Asahel Gates, " 10 50
Alonzo C. Randall " 9 00
Russell Whipple, sexton, 4 00
Samuel B. Davis, " 16 00
\V m. O. Buffum, " 2 00
Theodore F. Cook, posting up Town warrants, 5 00
Welcome J. Harris, outstanding of 1874, 3 00

~;1 5 1 54

SCHOOL EXPENSES.

Teacher's wages and board, Spring term,
" "Fall term,
" "Winter term,

W. K. Yaill, Superintendent,
John Jones, School Committee,
James Hanks, School Committee,
John Jones, repairs on School Houses,
Fuel, "Vest School,

" South School,
" Yalley School,
" East School,

$191 25
217 55
260 95

41 75
2 25

75
5 25

14 50
10 83
10 00
8 00
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M. N. Spear, books and cha lk,
E. Nelson, books , etc.,
W. K. Vaill , repairs nud sundries,
Outstaudiug ord ers of 1875,

R ECAPITULATION.

Paupers' Expenses,
Highways and Bridges,
Town Debt , paid ou priu cipal ,
Interest ou Town Debt,
Sch ools,
Cont ingent,
Remits,
State Tax,
County Tux,
Iu the Treasury,

S36 73
4 85
4 89

42 00
..85 1 55

D17 00
1,154 :22
3.030 00

46D 18
851 55
3[>1 &4

17 6D
180 00
255 03
2 12 21

---- $7 ,438 42



r:rUEASUHEH'S UEP ORrr .

--- - - .•._.._---

.RECEIPTS.

$805 77
2,528_38

134 18
668 72
161 43
191 26

10 50
72 00
20 00

3 50
12 00

19 2.'5
4 00
8...71

6 11
219 35

45-88
7 30
2 00

10 59
7 50

2,500 00

In the Treasury, March 13, 1876,
Rec'd of Theodore F. Cook,

" A. C.)Ceith, Collector for 1874,
" George D. Jones, Collector for 1875,
" for support of Paupers from Springfield,

"" " " Deerfield,
"" " " Holyoke,
"" " " Palmer,•"" .. " Shutesbury,
"" " " Leominster,
"" "...;.;" Ludlow,

"" " " Ware,
" IrornMarcus Grant funeral expenses,
" "E. Thornton, grass on S. Davis' land,

" "E. Endicott, Bank Tax,
.. .. Mass. School Fund,
" " Connty Treasury, Dog Fund,
" " Richard Twohig,:intercst on note,
" " Rent of Town Hall,
" " Sale of School Books,
" " Aun Kennedy Estate,

Borrowed Money,

---- $7,438 42
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DISBURSEMENTS.

RESOURCES.

TOWN LIABILITIES.

18,200 00
lR77, 256 33

100 00
--- $8,556 33

$2,500 00
530 00
469 18

1,154 ~2

917 00
851 55
351 54
180 00
255 03

17 69
212 21
-- $7,438 42

A. C. KEITH, TREASURER,

P aid on Town Debt, borrowed monej , notes,
on Principal,
Interest,
011 Highways and Bridges,
Pauper Expenses,
Schools,
Contingcnt,
State Tax,
County Tax,
~ ssesaors' Abatements,

Balance in Treasury,

Notes,
Interest to March l st.,
Outstanding orders,

In the Treasury, • 212 21
Due from G. D. Jones, Collector, 1875, 357 65

" T. F. Cook, Collector, 1,2l.l4 05
.• T. F. Cook, " Interest on taxes, 77 64
.. Town of Palmer, support pauper, 21 00
.. " Hadley," 7 50
" " Ludlow," 9 50
" .. 'Yare," 6 00
" A. C. Keith, Collector, 1874, [) 10
.. sale of old School house, 12 00
" sale of School books, 30 99
" John Shaw, sale of grass, 8 00
" E. Thornton, sale of grass, 3 29
.. Richard Twohig, . 100 00



Valu e c f Davis farm ,
Due from State , lor suppor t of pauper, -

Debt. reduced from las t. yea r,
Present iudeb tcdn ess .

Respectfully sub mitted ,

;;'100 00

10 00

122 9;')

~~,2 5 1 !);3

~ , ,301 ,W

S ' L 'EST E R JEWETT, 1
.JA , I ':8 lIA~KS.

T HOl\-IAS W. STRATTO~,

Al I r OR'S HEPOllT.

• '" Zcd li w n
0/

P elh·(lll l.

This is to certify that T have examined the accounts and vouchers
of the Selectmen, Trensnrer and Collector, and find them to be cor­
rect, and a balance of ~2 1 :2 . 2 1 in the Treasury.

Pelham, March 8 , 1877. S. . ~EITlf , .A UDIT OR .





$700 00
8 91

45 88
219 35

SCHOOL REPORT.

----~_....-----

FELLOW CITIZENS:

The education of our children and youth is a matter of the great­
est importance. Upon it will depend, in a great measure, the future
prosperity and happiness, not only of each individual of the rising
geueration, but of the whole community. For more than two hun­
dred years our public schools have been wisely and carefully cher­
ished by the people of this State, and we hope that they will always
receive the lostering care of this Commonwealth.

Our schools the past year have generally been instructed by well
qualified and faithful teachers, and although the extraordinary depth
of snow in the winter term has made some of our roads impassable,
and greatly reduced the average attendance, they have on the whole,
accomplished as much as in any former year.

Your Committee found the town burdened with a heavy debt, and,
while they did not forget that every child had a right to the best edu­
cation that the Town could afford, they felt it their duty to be pru­
dent and economical in their expenditure of the public money.
While we congratulate our fellow citizens on the prosperity of our
schools, we would respectfully invite your attention to the following
figures:

Money voted by the Town for support of Schools,
Money received from the sale of School Books,
Money received from Dog Fund,
Money received from Income of State Educational Fund,



l:l

T otal Resources of th e S chools,

. \ ggl'eg·ute of S ch ool Expenses. as per table uunex ed ,

ilalallce of S chool ) 101ley uu expeuded ,

974 14

S2i 05

The S chool cxpen-es of the Town lo r th e years IR7-l-.'i and 11:l75-6.

were respecti vel y ' 1, ){)1.4 7 und :; 1, 19 1. 76 . It will thus be see n

tluu our Schnols for th e last year, have e,,;:t th c T ..-wu less by

~3i) ·lA :Z. thuu in 11;74 . uu .l less by : ;3(i·L 7 1 thuu in lXiii, a reduc­

tiou of eXl'cn;:e, compnred with that of the form er year, of ueiu-ly

tw cnty-ninc pOI' cent. and coiupu red with that of the latter year, of

more than thirty p CI' ceut .

The records of uttcnduu ce that. have been kept hy our tcuch ers

ex h ib it. too lllany umrks of absence and ta rdiuess on th « part of the

pupil s . .. \\"irhont. regular attendance the teach er is in no wise reilpoll­

;:ible ( ,1' rl''' ~I'e"s,'' for n il i rr'l'g n lnl' or inconstuut pnpil not only suf fers

himsel f', hilt is a dl\luuge t.,) th e whole school. L et. us th erefore be

careful thut our r-liiidren a.re lit. sehoul cn' j'y day, in good "cason,

u.ud tlIHL exccpt in cases of absolu te ueccss ity , they remuiu uut il t he

"Iolie of euch ses- iou. 0111' school rcgi st cr-, " ho w likewi-c thut ex cep­

t.iu ,~ at. the clo"in~ cx n m inut ions comparatively fcl\' of the pareuts

!t:II' U visited the sc ho ols . E,·er.,· p.u-ent 1~ 1ll1 gna r1lia ll shou l.l , it' pus­

siblc . hel 'Ollle ucquuiutcd with the iustructor of hi s ch ikh-cu . "They

~honl(l visit th e sehoul- o ften , show a friendly int erest in the work of

the teuvliers , :'y illpa lhize with them in their trial s, cuulcr with them

i ll regard to th eir children, and point ou t any pc culinrit ies of tCII)­

l'enllnel1t e. ich rh ild may pOSHesS. that. th e teach er may uuderstand

til" whole g ro llllll sh e ha s to work IIpOIl , nud b e euublcd to prosecute

hr-r dutivs judiciou sly lind efficiently."

10111' Committ ee would very cordially endorse t.he rcco nunendn­

liO;l :' of th eir predecessors for the la st two years , that the \Vest and

"a lley schools s hou ld be united, They beli ev e that the best interest s

of the children ill both di stricts would th ereby be promoted without

esscnt inlly increuaiug 0111' taxes. Some repairs and improvements

an: ncederl , both fur cc ou omy aud the co m for t of the children, in

eur-l: of 0111' sehoul houses. It. is there fore h op ed that the towu will

make a liberul uppropriatiou for the en suing year.



School
Oommittee.
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Some profess t.o believe that corporal punishment should be pro­

hihited , nut. only in all educational institutions, but also in the family.

Although the wise man declared that , "Foolishness is bound up in
the heart of a child, but the rod of correction shall drive it far from

him," and "He that. sparetli the rod hateth his son," they say that,
"In this age of improvement the rod is a relic of the dark ages and

quite out of place in the latter half of the nineteenth century." Un­

doubtedly this is an age of improvement, and of most wonderful
discoveries in the arts and sciences, but not in the natural qualities

of mankind. Human nature has not improved . It is the same now
that it was in the days of Sulomon, and it needs the same discipline

and correction now t.hat it needed then. 'Ve are far from advocating

the indiscriniinnte or indiscreet use of the rod; we believe that the

judicious teucher , as well as the judicious parent, will seldom use it,

Lut until there is an entire change in human nature, it will never be
possiule entirely to dispeuse with it. either in the' school or in the

family. It. will 1101. be denied t.hat some teachers use it too freely­
this is ito abuse-but the abuse of anything does not prove that it

should never be used. If we would have less of it in our public
schools , let us who are parents, see to it that our children are early
und well subdued at home; let us there hold the reins of government

with a steady hand ; let us be kind without indulgence and strict with­

out severity j let us insist on prompt and uniform obedience j let us
train them up in the practice of courtesy, kindness, and good man­
ners toward each other, and all with whom they are conversant; let

us bring them np to habits of honesty, industry and frugality; espec­
ially let us "teach them the fear of the Lord," and then they will love

and obey their teachers, and very seldom require correction or disci­

pline at school; let us remember the injunction, "Train up a child in
the way he should go. and when he is old he will not depart from it;
let us with u deep sense of our accountability to the Judge of all,

endeavor to do our whole duty to our children, and then when we are
sleeping in the dust shall they "rise up and call us blessed," and then

in the future, ILS in the past, "shall the sun shine on no land more free,

more virtuous, more happy than this our country."

WM. K. VAILL, }
JOHN JONES,
JAMES HANKS,



UEROURCER OF 'I'HE PUBLIC RCHOOLS.

----~~'..-._----

••

Town Appropriation,

Received from sale of School Books,

" the Dog Fund ,

income of the State Educational Fund,

EXPE~SES.

$700 00

8 91

45 88

219 35

974 14

Sarah N. Ward, for Teaching 20 weeks, 83, $60 00.. " " 10 .. 3 50, 35 00

Florence L. E. Wells, .. 7 ~} .. 3 00, 23 40

Helen L. Horton, .. 5 .. 3 0 0, 15 00

Flora J. King, " 5
,. 3 00, 15 00

Annie)1. Hastings, .. 10 " :3 00, :30 00

Jessie Burnell. " 10 " 3 00, 30 00

Charles Hastings, .. 21 " 3 00, 63 00

Sarah N. Kingman, " 1 .. :3 00, :3 00

l\L D. Gold, " 10 " 6 50, 65 00

A. T. 'Varner, " 10 .. 3 00, 30 00

" " " 10 " 3 50, 35 00 $404 40

----



S. R. Keith, bringing out teacher, 50
Cleaning West School House, 50

" South " 25
4 Thermometers, 2 00
4 cases for Thermometers, 60
Sundry repairs in West School House, 1 40
1 box Crayons, 30
1 lock for South School House, 88
1 lock for Valley School House, 88
Geo. Shepard, putting on lock, 25
4 brooms, 1 33
1 key for South School House, 25
.Iohn Jones, repairs in West School House, 4 25
John Brainard, " " 1 00

15

M. L. Ward, board of Teacher 30 weeks, 52,
Henry Carrol, " " 9" 2 00,

" •• "" 11 " 2 25,
A. C. Randall, " " 10 " 2 00,
Russell Whipple," " 10 " 2 00,

" " •• " 10 " 2 25,
Johnathan Neale." " 10 " 2 50,
M. D. Gold, " " 10 " 2 00,
W. K. Vaill, " " 10 " 1 75,
"" "" 10 " 2 00,

For making fires in \Vest School House,
" Valley "
" East "
" South "

$60 00
18 00
24 75
20 00
20 00
22 50
25 00
20 00
17 50
20 00

$ 4 05
2 ]5
2 50
4 05

247 75

$13 35

14 39
T. W. Stratton, wood for East School,
Warren Abercrombie, wood for 'Vest School,
.Tohn Jones, wood for West School,
Ed. Powell, cutting and piling wood,
Henry Carroll, wood for Valley School,
A. C. Randall, wood for South School,

8 00
10 50

2 25
1 75

10 00
10 88

43 33



Services of School Committee and Superintendent,

Estimated outstanding orders,

16

E. Nelson, school books and incidentals,

]\1. N. Spear, " "

4 85
3U 73

41 5R
H 25
18 00

Balance of School money, unexpended,

8827 05
147 09

$974 14
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